
Sunset  Jazz at Newport
Wednesday, July 12  
KEN PEPLOWSKI QUARTET plus special guest SUE RANEY
Together with pianist Tom Ranier, bassist Mike Gurrola and drummer Kevin Kanner, this Grand Opening Night, featuring clarinetist/
saxophonist Peplowski and singer Raney, will bring together selections from the Great American Songbook as a fitting introduction to the 
stellar 11 weekly concerts. The late Mel Torme said, “Since the advent of Benny Goodman, there have been too few clarinetists to fill the 
void that Goodman left. Ken Peplowski is most certainly one of those few. The man is magic.” When Ken was asked by the producers who 
he might like to have as a special guest vocalist, without even a moment of hesitation he said SUE RANEY! The following quotes speak 
highly for Ken’s selection: “As for Ms. Raney – well, she is a marvel with her voice having phenomenal range and pitch” – Julie Andrews. 
“It isn’t difficult to write liner notes for Sue Raney. What I have to say about her is only an echo of what she says for herself every time 
she sings.” – Nat King Cole.

Wednesday, July 19 
LARRY FULLER, JOHN CLAYTON, JEFF HAMILTON – The Leaders Trio
Bringing together these 3 gentlemen always provides an unforgettable night of jazz piano trio, the likes of which many 
people refer to as a “The Dream Trio”. Tune selections will include a salute to the great Ray Brown Trio, honoring Fuller, 
Clayton & Hamilton’s mentor. Raised in Toledo, Larry began his musical studies at age 11. From 1988 to 1993, he lived 
in Seattle in order to work for Ernestine Anderson as her musical director, followed by joining the Jeff Hamilton Trio in 
1994 and leaving in 2000 to join the Ray Brown Trio. John Clayton’s musical journey includes studying with bassist Ray 
Brown at age 19, touring with the Monty Alexander Trio, the Count Basie Orchestra and principal bassist with the Amsterdam Philharmonic Orchestra in 
the Netherlands. In 1995, he co-founded the Clayton-Hamilton Jazz Orchestra with his brother Jeff and best friend, Jeff Hamilton. Jeff Hamilton was born in 
Richmond, Indiana, and was playing drums along with Oscar Peterson records by age eight. He has attained and surpassed many of his wildest dreams by 
playing with most of the heroes of his youth; Ray Brown, Oscar Peterson, Woody Herman, Ella Fitzgerald, Count Basie – just to name a few.

Wednesday, July 26 
CARL SAUNDERS SEXTET featuring All-Stars SCOTT WHITFIELD, DOUG WEBB, OTMARO 
RUIZ, CHUCK BERGHOFER, STEVE SCHAEFFER
An exciting evening of straight ahead jazz is in store, especially for trumpet lovers. Jack Bowers, with All About Jazz, writes 
– “if you’ve not yet heard this master of the trumpet/flugelhorn, it’s time you did.” Carl has selected 5 seasoned musicians 
to form his sextet for our series, each one having achieved great success and notoriety in jazz, movie, TV and recordings – 
in addition to leading their own groups. Carl’s track record includes playing with the bands of Stan Kenton, Gerald Wilson, 

Bill Holman, Bob Florence, Frank Capp Juggernaut and more recently with the Phil Norman Tentet and The Peak Experience (both bands having played this 
year’s Newport Beach Jazz Party). In addition, he is often heard heading his own big band – the Carl Saunders Be Bop Big Band. So fasten your seat belts and 
be ready to hang on for an evening of amazing trumpet pyrotechnics!

Wednesday, August 2 
THE FOUR FRESHMEN – In Concert
Since their inception in 1948, The Four Freshmen have continued to tour worldwide, and this summer we are delighted to 
welcome the newest member Jon Gaines, who replaces Curtis Calderon, joining the Freshmen legacy along with Tommy 
Boynton, Stein Malvery and Bob Ferreira. The Freshmen were one of the top vocal groups of the 1950s and form the bridge 
between ‘40s ensembles like the Mel-Tones and harmony-based rock & roll bands such as the Beach Boys, The Mamas and 
the Papas, and The Manhattan Transfer. This Freshmen appearance will be their only show in Orange County this summer 
and they always sell out, so be sure to reserve your seats early.

Wednesday, August 9 
JACKIE RYAN / RICKEY WOODARD QUINTET with BILL CUNLIFFE,  
CHRIS COLANGELO, DEAN KOBA
Jackie Ryan has been described by noted jazz reviewer Don Heckman – “Extraordinary is the word!...A 
world class talent…jazz singing at its very best.” She has a three-and-a-half octave range and an amazing 
stage presence. Simply put…Jackie has a style that is uniquely her own. She will be singing a special 
program of tunes by Marilyn & Alan Bergman, Duke Ellington and Michel Legrand, among others and all 

with world class accompaniment by Grammy Award winning pianist Bill Cunliffe, Jack Jones’ bassist Chris Colangelo and her long time drummer Dean 
Koba plus swinging saxophonist Rickey Woodard. We are always delighted to welcome Jackie Ryan back to Newport for Sunset Jazz and the Newport 
Beach Jazz Party.

11 SPECTACULAR WEDNESDAY NIGHTS!



Wednesday, August 16 
THE JAZZ CRUISE ALL-STARS with KEN PEPLOWSKI, JEFF HAMILTON, LARRY FULLER,  
CHRISTOPH LUTY, RICKEY WOODARD PLUS A SPECIAL GUEST
This evening has been specially designed to give mainstream jazz lovers a sampling of The Jazz Cruise, the world’s only full ship charter dedicated 
to “straight-ahead” jazz and together with The Blue Note at Sea Cruise, featuring contemporary jazz, the Sunset Jazz at Newport summer series 
title sponsors. It is our good fortune to have a return appearance to this year’s series by Jazz Cruise veterans Peplowski, Hamilton & Luty, all of 
whom will be appearing on next year’s Jazz Cruise themed – “All Our Jazz & A Taste of New Orleans!” We are also pleased to welcome back Larry 
Fuller & Rickey Woodard to our stage, both Jazz Cruise veterans. Our thanks to Michael Lazaroff and Entertainment Cruise Productions for extending sponsorship 
support to make this evening possible. If you have not been on The Jazz Cruise, this is the Wednesday you do not want to miss. 

Wednesday, August 23 
JOHN PIZZARELLI QUARTET – In Concert
Making his fifth return to Sunset Jazz at Newport, John has enjoyed an over 30-year career as a jazz guitarist, vocalist, and songwriter. 
He was hailed by the Boston Globe for “reinvigorating the Great American Songbook and re-popularizing jazz.” The Toronto Star pegged 
him as “the genial genius of the guitar.” And the Seattle Times saluted him as “a rare entertainer of the old school.” His syndicated radio 
program, “Radio Deluxe with John Pizzarelli,” cohosted with his wife, Jessica Molaskey, airs in more than one hundred markets and 
can be heard locally on KKJZ on Sundays. His performance highlights include headlining concerts at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, the 

Hollywood Bowl, and New Year’s Eve at the Kennedy Center, opening for Frank Sinatra’s World Tour in 1993, accompanying Paul McCartney as part of an iTunes 
live streaming concert in February 2012, and an annual month – long engagement with his wife, Jessica, at New York’s café Carlyle. We are always honored to have 
John Pizzarelli return to our stage, be it at the Newport Beach Jazz Party or Sunset Jazz at Newport summer series.

Wednesday, August 30  
BYRON STRIPLING / BOBBY FLOYD QUARTET – An Evening of Satchmo & Beyond
A spectacular trumpeter with a very wide range, a beautiful tone, and the ability to blend together many influences 
into his own style, Byron Stripling is the Artistic Director of the Columbus Jazz Orchestra, leader of his own quartet, 
and constantly in demand to play with pops orchestras around the world. The happiness that exudes through his 
trumpet and his vocals is reminiscent of Louis Armstrong yet very much his own. It is not surprising that Byron was 
selected to play the lead in the touring musical “Satchmo: America’s Musical Legend.“

Joining Byron in their seventh SJN appearance will be jazz organist Bobby Floyd, who happens to be a featured player with the Columbus Jazz Orchestra, 
having shared the stage with Dionne Warwick, Doc Severinson, and many others. Also featured in the quartet will be guitarist Graham Dechter , who is making 
his return appearance at this year’s summer series, and the highly respected drummer Joe LaBarbera, who is regarded by his peers as a musical drummer and 
supportive accompanist. Joe is best known for his recordings and live performances with the trio of pianist Bill Evans, as well as having worked in the quartet of 
Chuck Mangione.

Wednesday, September 6 
BARBARA MORRISON / CHARLES OWENS QUINTET – Barbara’s Annual Birthday Celebration
With Barbara’s 68th birthday right around the corner on September 10th, celebrating her special day has become a tradition at Sunset 
Jazz at Newport. As a fan favorite at Sunset Jazz as well as the Newport Beach Jazz Party, Barbara has dazzled music lovers worldwide 
as she delivers rich, unique, soulful and highly spirited interpretations of Jazz, Blues, Gospel and Pop songs. Always an advocate for 
other performers, Barbara opened the Barbara Morrison Performing Arts Center in the historic Leimert Park district of Los Angeles in 
2010 and just recently opened the California Jazz & Blues Museum several doors from her center. But Barbara’s biggest triumph to date 

is overcoming her battle with diabetes, having lost her legs – but none of her courage or determination! Joining Barbara will be Charles Owens, a long time 
member of the Clayton-Hamilton Jazz Orchestra, along with Stuart Elster (piano), Richard Simon (bass), and Clayton Cameron (drums).

Wednesday, September 13 
JEFF HAMILTON TRIO with Tamir Hendelman and Christoph Luty – In Concert
Downbeat Magazine writer Jeffrey Lien states, “In the world of jazz drumming, very few can match the virtuosic qualities 
of Jeff Hamilton.” “Watching other drummers study Jeff’s technique and talents is a case of admiration and acclaim 
intersecting envy”. Together for the past 17 years, this celebrated trio will feature award-winning pianist Tamir Hendelman 
and respected bassist Christoph Luty, both of whom are members of the Clayton-Hamilton Jazz Orchestra. Tamir is also the 
first call pianist for Barbara Streisand, in addition to having performed with John Clayton, Harry Allen, Tierney Sutton, Rickey Woodard, among many others. 
Christoph has recorded with Milt Jackson, John Pizzarelli & Diana Krall. This Wednesday will be in high-demand, so be sure to reserve your tickets early!

Wednesday, September 20 
TOM KUBIS BIG BAND – Live and Unleashed!
17 of LA’s best jazz musicians, conducted by composer/arranger Tom Kubis, will bring a BIG & SWINGING close to the 8th Annual Sunset 
Jazz at Newport series. Having performed his arrangements with Gordon Goodwin’s Big Phat Band at this year’s Newport Beach Jazz Party 
& Big Band Blowout, Tom will unleash his crisp and swinging arrangements on his powerhouse big band. His works have been performed 
at virtually every major jazz festival in the world including the Playboy Jazz Festival, the Montreux Jazz Festival and the Berkeley Jazz 

Festival. Be sure not to miss the first big band to rock the Rose Garden and a truly exciting conclusion to this year’s SJN summer series!


