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JOHN WAYNE, THE GREATEST MOVIE STAR OF ALL-TIME, 
CALLED NEWPORT BEACH HOME
Visitors Can Walk in John Wayne’s Footsteps Throughout the Coastal City He Loved


Although he passed away years ago, John Wayne still occupies a rock-solid place on the pop culture landscape with consistently selling films on DVD and an omnipresence like no other star of the golden age of Hollywood – there seemingly is always a John Wayne film playing on broadcast cable somewhere in the U.S. The Oscar( and Golden Globe( Award winner is considered by many to be the greatest Hollywood film star of all-time (his performance in the 1959 movie classic “The Searchers” has been singled out by filmmakers and actors alike as the greatest performance by an actor on film, ever).

According to legend it was in the mid-1920s at The Wedge, the world famous bodysurfing spot at the tip of Newport Harbor, where a young John Wayne (then a “Trojan” at the University of Southern California) suffered a shoulder injury while bodysurfing, ending his football dreams. The temporary misfortune led to Wayne’s impressive 50-year Hollywood career, which included over 175 films (including a record-setting 142 in which he appeared in a leading role), three Oscar( nominations and one Academy Award( win for Best Actor (“True Grit,” 1969).

Here in Newport Beach, it’s as if John Wayne never left us. Today, fans and admirers can still walk in his boot steps by visiting these seven locales throughout the city he once called home:



1. The Wild Goose - (2431 W Coast Highway, Newport Beach, CA 92663) - Newport was homeport to John Wayne’s incredible yacht Wild Goose. Today the impressive all-wooden vessel is owned and operated by Hornblower Cruises and Events and is available for charters in Newport Harbor. Beginning her life as a minesweeper in 1943, this vessel saw action with the U.S. Navy in World War II. In 1965 she was purchased and renamed the Wild Goose by Wayne. 
Converted into a luxuriously appointed yacht the Wild Goose served as a backdrop for celebrity events, family vacations, and infamous poker sessions with such luminaries as Dean Martin, Sammy Davis Jr., and Bob Hope. Measuring 136 feet long with 25-foot beam, the vessel still sports the solid brass plates installed by the Navy to protect her prow while hunting for mines. For more info, please visit: http://www.hornblower.com/fleet.asp?port=nb
2. Balboa Bay Club & Resort - (1221 Coast Highway Newport Beach, CA 92663) – Since 1948, “The Host of the Coast” has served as a private bay front club with a unique, casually elegant lifestyle. It has attracted luminaries such as John Wayne from all walks of life seeking a more informal family lifestyle. The famous Newport Beach resort has hosted numerous high-profile business and social gatherings in Southern California, with all the special pleasures that a private club and resort can offer. It defines Newport Beach living at its best. 
In homage to Wayne, one of the Club’s longtime members, the resort features Duke’s Place (“Duke” was Wayne’s popular nickname). Duke's Place combines taste, sound, and sight to create an unparalleled atmosphere of relaxation and is the perfect spot to unwind at the end of the day. For more info, please visit: http://www.balboabayclub.com/
3. A Restaurant, formerly “The Arches” – (334 Pacific Coast Highway, Newport Beach, CA 92663) – Originally built as a restaurant and service station, construction began on The Arches in 1925. The restaurant received its original name via a submission by a 10-year old boy in the local Balboa Times newspaper. Beginning as a roadside diner in 1926 (making it the oldest, continuously operating dining establishment in Newport Beach), the restaurant and its menu flourished together, featuring steak, seafood and a celebrity clientele (including John Wayne, Humphrey Bogart, Bette Davis, Lauren Bacall, Errol Flynn, etc.) in the 1940s, 50s, and 60s and was touted for its French cuisine by the 1970s.

Re-invented as A Restaurant in 2008 by marquee co-owners Hollywood film director McG and lead singer (Sugar Ray) and TV host (Extra!) Mark McGrath, the restaurant retains much of the décor and ambiance of the original while infusing the menu with contemporary takes on familiar and popular items. Wine lockers are available for lifetime ownership with a portion of the price donated to the John Wayne Cancer Foundation. For more info, please visit: http://www.arestaurantnb.com/


4. Balboa Pavilion – (400 Main Street, Newport Beach, CA 92661) – It was commissioned in 1905 by the Newport Bay Investment Co. who pledged $10,000 to build a community structure designed to draw people into Balboa. The building is an original structure built almost entirely over water, most of the weight supported by concrete pilings, and was originally designed as a pavilion, boathouse and bathhouse. It opened on July 1, 1906, and since then a string of proud owners, each captivated by the Pavilion’s history, has worked to maintain this Victorian gem. In the 1930s, the Pavilion became a regular venue for dance marathons and the big bands of the era such as the Benny Goodman orchestra, Count Basie, The Dorsey Brothers and Phil Harris. Celebrities who socialized at the pavilion during the swing era include John Wayne, Bette Davis, Shirley Temple and Errol Flynn. The dance step called the “Balboa” originated at the Balboa Pavilion and swept across the United States. Today is it considered one of the finest marine recreation hubs in Orange County, featuring Davey’s Locker Sports Fishing and Harborside Restaurant and Grand Ballroom. For more info, please visit:
http://www.balboapavilion.com/
5. The Cannery – Seafood of the Pacific – (3010 Lafayette Road, Newport Beach, CA 92663) - This particular seafood restaurant has long been popular with local residents (like John Wayne) and out-of-town visitors. The story of The Cannery began in 1921 when the first commercial fish cannery was built along the Rhine channel between 30th Street and Lido Park Drive. This part of Newport Harbor was (and still is) the hub of commercial fishing boat activities in Newport Beach. In 1934 Western Canners Company was founded to take over the plant and it remains at the same location today. The coming of automation in the 50’s speeded up the canning process. Soon thousands of pounds of fish per day were being packed. The record set is believed to be 135 tons of mackerel and 10,000 tons of albacore in one day. 

But the Dory Fishing Fleet, which had survived a Depression and World War II, was soon to fall victim to prosperity. Newport’s growing population and increasing industrialization forced the closure of The Cannery in 1966. The Cannery was resurrected in 1973 and continues today to offer only fresh fish from offshore boats or flown in from around the world to provide the finest seafood dishes anywhere. A lively upstairs entertainment lounge, late hours seafood bar and harbor cruise boats combined to make the cannery one of Newport Beach’s most popular restaurants. For more info, Please visit: http://www.cannerynewport.com/
6. 21 Oceanfront - (21 West Oceanfront, Newport Beach, CA 92663) - John Wayne frequented this exquisite fine dining establishment on the Balboa Peninsula where, along with his fellow diners, he could savor the setting sun out of the large bay windows and the lavish interior décor. Known as an award-winning steakhouse, with an exquisite assortment of steak and seafood dishes, 21 Oceanfront remains one of the finest dining locales in Newport Beach.
For more info, please visit: http://www.21oceanfront.com/


7. Newport Beach Film Festival - (Edwards Island Cinemas, 999 Newport Center Dr., Newport Beach, CA, 92660) - In 2007 the critically acclaimed and popular Newport Beach Film Festival saluted the centennial of John Wayne’s birth by presenting the largest retrospective of his films ever undertaken, featuring 10 classic films ranging from the 1939 film classic “Stagecoach” to Wayne’s final film “The Shootist” (1979). Western film authorities, co-stars and Wayne family members all came together to celebrate the Hollywood icon. The annual springtime festival has since continued to feature a classic John Wayne film every year, including such popular titles as “Red River” and “She Wore a Yellow Ribbon.” For more info, please visit: http://www.newportbeachfilmfest.com/
About Newport Beach 

Newport Beach, an opulent seaside community located on southern California’s Orange County coastline between Los Angeles and San Diego, epitomizes the quintessential southern California lifestyle.  Known for its picturesque views of the Pacific and one of the world’s largest small yacht harbors, the city is acclaimed for its beaches, outdoor recreation, sophisticated atmosphere, international film festival, three annual epicurean festivals and the oldest holiday boat parade in the nation.  For additional travel information, please call (800) 94-COAST or visit us online at www.visitnewportbeach.com. 
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